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March 2009 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 

 

 

 
Mercury : Mars 

Conjunction 
0.6O 

 

2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rosetta cometary 
probe launched 5 

years ago 

3 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Apollo 9 launched 
40 years ago 

 

4 
 
 
 
 
 

First Qtr Moon 
1:46 am 

 

Jupiter’s ring 
discovered 30 

years ago. 
 
 
 
 

Mercury : 
Neptune 

Conjunction 
1.6O 

 
 

5 
 

Kennedale  
Star Party 

 
 

 

 
 

UT-Arlington 
Planetarium 

The Quest of 
Kepler 

7:30 - 10:00 pm 

6 
 

 

7 
Moon at Perigee 
(228.054 miles) 

10:00 am 
 
 

Museum  
Star Party 

 
 

 

3RF Star Party 
 

Mars : Neptune
Conjunction 

0.8O 

8 
 

 

 
 

Daylight Saving 
Time 

2:00 am » 3:01am 
 

 
Saturn at 

Opposition 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Fabricius 
born 445 years 

ago. 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Full Moon 
9:38 pm 

 
Double Shadow 

Transit on 
Jupiter 

11:03 pm 

11 
 
 
 

12 

 
 

13 
 
 

 
 
 
 

14 
 

Coble Elem.  
Star Party 

 

 

 

Gene Cernan 
born 75 years ago 

Last to walk on 
the Moon 

15 
 

Algol at Minima 
  

3:12 am 
 

 

16 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dark Skies 
Awareness 

campaign begins 

17 

 
FWAS  

Indoor Meeting 
7pm 

Normal  Room 
 
St. Patrick’s Day 

18 
 

Algol at Minima 
  

12:01 am 
 

 
 

Third Qtr Moon 
12: 47 pm 

 
 

 
 

19 
 

Moon at Apogee 
(251,220 miles) 

8:00 am 
 
 
 

20 

 

 
Vernal Equinox 

6:44 am 
 

Algol at Minima 
 

8:50 pm 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
. 

 

23 

 
 

24 
 

25 
 

 

 

26 
 

New Moon 
11:06 am 

 

 
 

 

 

 

27 
 
 
 
 
 

Make use of the 
New Moon Weekend 
for better viewing at 
the Dark Sky Site 

 
 

New Moon 
Weekend 

28 
 

3RF Star Party 
 
 

Pierre Laplace 
born 260 years 

ago 

 
New Moon 
Weekend 

29 
 
 

Mariner 10 first 
Mercury flyby 

 

New Moon 
Weekend 

30 31 At the March Meeting: 

Binary Quasars in the Sloan Digital Sky Survey 
presented by Krista Smith 

Bylaws Committee Report 
presented by Steve Tuttle 

Meteorite Find near West Texas 
Winter Star Party report 

presented by Ron DiIulio & Preston Starr 

Venus   

Morning 
  AND   

Evening Star 

http://www.fwmsh.org/noble/parties.html
http://www.3rf.org/Sciences/sciences.htm
http://www.3rf.org/Sciences/sciences.htm
http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Rosetta/index.html
http://www.nasm.si.edu/collections/imagery/apollo/AS09/a09.htm
http://www.biographybase.com/biography/Fabricius_David.html
http://www.jsc.nasa.gov/Bios/htmlbios/cernan-ea.html
http://www.fortworthastro.com/club_activities/club_meetings/index.html
http://www.history.com/minisites/stpatricksday/
http://scienceworld.wolfram.com/biography/Laplace.html
http://nssdc.gsfc.nasa.gov/nmc/masterCatalog.do?sc=1973-085A
http://calgary.rasc.ca/algol_minima.htm
http://www.hposoft.com/Astro/PEP/algol.html
http://www.skyandtelescope.com/observing/objects/variablestars/Minima_of_Algol.html
http://www.fourmilab.ch/earthview/moon_ap_per.html
http://www.fourmilab.ch/earthview/pacalc.html
http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/vernal-equinox.html
http://www.timeanddate.com/time/aboutdst.html
http://www.fortworthastro.com/membership/observing_site/index.html
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 Observing and Outreach Opportunities weather permitting (FWAS contacts in parentheses) 
March 5 — Kennedale School Star Party – Share the night sky as part of our club’s outreach activities.  Be sure to 

check the e-group for any last-minute details and driving directions.  (John Dowell). 

March 7 — Fort Worth Museum of Science and History - Star Parties give you and your family a chance to explore 
and share the craters of the moon, the polar ice caps of Mars, and more! The Fort Worth Astronomical Society 
will set up our telescopes on the Museum’s north lawn for free public viewing.  Be sure to check the e-group for 
any last-minute details.  (Michele Martinez). 

March 7 & 28 — Three Rivers Foundation (3RF) Star Party — 3RF invites you out to Comanche Springs near 
Crowell, Texas for a night under the stars. The dark skies of Big Ranch Country provide a spectacular view of 
the universe. The party starts with solar observing followed by a break. Evening activities begin with a short 
educational introduction to astronomy. The observatories and Star Field are then opened to the public to enjoy 
the use of many different kinds of astronomy instruments.  For more information the day of a scheduled star 
party, please call 940-655-3384.  (Russ Boatright and Doug Brown) (Panhandle Plains, where Oklahoma tucks 
into the Texas Panhandle)   

March 11 — World Birding Center - Estero Llano Grande State Park — Full Moon Party — Come celebrate the full 
moon and see all the park has to offer after hours. We will take a night hike, learn about the stars and 
constellations and much more! Accessible for the mobility, visually and hearing impaired. 6-9 p.m.; for more 
information, call (956) 565-3919. 

March 14 — Coble Elementary School Star Party – Share the night sky as part of our club’s outreach activities.  Be 
sure to check the e-group for any last-minute details and driving directions.  (John Dowell). 

March 14 — Purtis Creek State Park — Stargazing — Make a star wheel and learn how to use it to find 
constellations in the night sky. Take a walk through the solar system and have a chance to view the night sky 
through a telescope. Bring flashlights with red lenses or red tape will be provided. Meet at the over flow camping 
parking lot, weather permitting. 8 - 10 p.m. (903) 425-2332.   Eustace, Texas (NE of DFW) 

Planets, Meteors, and Comets, Oh My! 
Saturn, the IYA2009 observing target of the month, reaches opposition on the 8th.  It rises at sunset, and is visible all night.  On the 
11th, a Full Moon passes by.  Keep observing all year as the rings continue to close early in September. 

Jupiter takes preeminence in the predawn sky rising before Mars.  On the morning of the 22nd, a waning crescent Moon is near. 

Venus continues to sink lower in the western sky at sunset, until it 
reaches inferior conjunction on the 27th.  But something VERY SPECIAL 
happens with Venus this month.  Observers in the northern hemisphere 
will have the opportunity to view Venus as both a morning and an 
evening star for a few short days centered on the evening of the 24th and 
the morning of the 25th.  This inferior conjunction places Venus 8O north 
of the sun, and allows us on Earth’s north half to see it morning and 
evening.  If, and ONLY if, your equipment is secure enough that it 
cannot accidentally point to the sun, you MIGHT try some daytime 
observations of Venus during these days.  Above the haze of the 
horizon, you might be able to see the “impossibly thin” crescent Venus 
with the cusps extending beyond the 180O limit that you are familiar with 
on the airless Moon.  Historically, some observers have reported seeing 
the cusps extend 220O around the disc of Venus during these times.  
The downside is the thinly illuminated crescent.  The upside is that the 
planet’s angular size will be just shy of 60 arcseconds, the largest of the 
year.  My ploddingly inferior guesstimates put our peak dusk times at 
7:15 to 7:20am and 7:35 – 7:40pm in and around Fort Worth (Arlington, 
actually).  Your mileage may vary and you must have low and clear 
horizons. This is a once-every-eight-year set of occurrences.  Be sure to 
see Tom Koonce’s article this month on day-time observing. 

Mercury is a difficult target all month.  Clear and low horizons would 
also be a must to acquire it.  Is in superior conjunction on the 30th. 

DO NOT ever risk your eyesight!  If you are not absolutely certain of 
your skills and equipment, do NOT look towards the sun.   There is a reason it is called The Miracle of Sight.  Don’t lose it. 

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/findadest/parks/purtis_creek/
http://www.worldbirdingcenter.org/sites/weslaco/
http://www.3rf.org
http://www.fwmsh.org/noble/parties.html
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The Sky This Month -- Dark Sky Site in Wise County -- 9 pm local time, March 15 (from Heavens-Above.com) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Star Charts: 
Sky & Telescope                                       Sky Maps 
http://tinyrul.com/5np8n                                             http://www.skymaps.com 

Heavens Above                         International Space Station Transits 
http://www.heavens-above.com               http://tinyrul.com/y8zk5c 
 

Stuff for Sale – Ben Hudgens   Email or phone 254-968-2881 for additional info and photos

Celestron NexStar 11 GPS GoTo 
 

I have a very little used Celestron NexStar 11 GPS with carbon fiber 
tube. Mechanically and optically the scope is in excellent condition.  I 
originally purchased this telescope to use for CCD imaging but have 
since changed my plans. Included with the telescope are the following 
items:  

Original Hand Controller Ver. 2.2       1.25" diagonal  
Bob's Knobs easy collimating set       Starizona landing pad  
Telrad finder with mounting base       DC power cable  
AC power cable                                  Original Celestron shipping carton.  
 
All of this for $2,100                           PRICE REDUCTION NOW $2,000  

 
The telescope can also be purchased with these additional accessories 
as a package deal for $2,450              PRICE REDUCTION NOW $2,350  
 
AstroZap heated flexible felt lined dew shield,  
        Like new, never plugged in  
Brand New Hand Controller Ver. 4.13 (used one time to check it out)  
7x50 Celestron finder with mounting bracket  
25' cable for NexStar to PC control  NEW  
Program download cable NEW  
The NexStar User's Guide 300 page book by Michael Swanson  
----------------------------  
I will deliver the scope to the DFW area at not cost.

http://tinyrul.com/5np8n
http://www.skymaps.com
http://www.heavens-above.com
http://tinyrul.com/y8zk5c
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FWAS International Year of Astronomy 2009 
The Universe, Yours to Discover 

Dr. Patricia Noell, Chair 
 

Saturn is the IYA2009 viewing object in March.  How excited the people, 
especially children, at our star parties will be!  This year we’re counting how 
many people look through our scopes as part of the IYA2009 primary goal to 
show the sky through scopes to as many people as possible. In March we 
have three scheduled star parties:  

March 5 – Kennedale 
March 7 – Fort Worth Museum of Science and History 
March 14 -- Coble Elementary. 

Any other star parties or casual neighborhood viewing counts in our totals. 
Just e-mail me the date, location, and number of people: 
educator.noell@gmail.com.  I’ll publish the tally in Prime Focus, which 
unfortunately has a deadline for submissions just a bit too early for the chart 
to be current when you receive this newsletter. 

How did we do in January? Note the chart at right. 

Dark Skies Awareness 
Dark Skies Awareness is one of the 11 Global Cornerstone Projects of 
IYA2009. GLOBE at Night is the centerpiece of the Project.  This Project is 
an international citizen-science event that encourages everyone— students, 
educators, dark sky advocates and the general public— to measure the 
darkness of their local skies and contribute their observations online to a 
world map.  

This year’s campaign is scheduled March 16-28 with the last night 
corresponding to Earth Hour. The goal is to get more people to canvas a city 
with measurements at as many locations as possible during the March 16-28 
campaign. For instance, between a few schools in a city, 1000 
measurements (of at least a km apart) could reasonably be made within a 40 
square kilometer area in less than two weeks.  

Plan to take sky measurements for this year’s GLOBE at Night (GaN) campaign. There are four steps for participation 
(see http://www.globe.gov/GaN): 

1. Find your latitude and longitude any of the following  ways: 
a. A GPS unit outside at the location site. Report as many decimal places as the unit provides.  
b. Visit one of these sites: 

i. www.itouchmap.com  
ii. http://eo.ucar.edu/geocode/ 

c. Download Google Earth at http://www.earth.google.com 
d. Use a topographic map. 
e. Use the interactive tool when reporting observations on the GLOBE at Night website. 

2. Find Orion by going outside an hour after sunset  (about 7-10pm local time). Allow a few minutes for your eyes 
to adapt to the dark. Orion will be in the western sky. 

3. Determine the magnitude of Orion’s belt by: 
a. Matching with one of the GaN magnitude charts. A packet containing the charts has been uploaded to 

Yahoo Groups site. 
b. If you get a group together to do this, say at a star party, set up for participants to have magnitude charts 

with this site: http://analyzer.depaul.edu/paperplate/globe.htm 
c. Buy a sky quality meter: www.unihedron.com 
d. Invite me to come out with you – I have a sky quality meter! 

4. Report your observation: 
a. www.globe.gov/GaN/report.html 
b. www.globe.gov/GaN/observe.html 
c. Send me the address/location where you measured and I’ll be happy to find the latitude/longitude and report 

your results for you.                                                                                                        (Continued on page 6) 

IYA2009 Observers through FWAS Scopes
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Only a handful of craters mar this part of one 
of Saturn’s moons, Enceladus, a testament to 
the surface's relative youth. Cassini snapped 
this picture October 9, 2008, from a distance 
of about 24,000 miles (38,000 km) a bit more 
than half an hour after it flew through 
Cassini's plumes.   

-- Courtesy of Astronomy.com 

mailto:noell@gmail.com
http://www.globe.gov/GaN):
http://www.itouchmap.com
http://eo.ucar.edu/geocode
http://www.earth.google.com
http://analyzer.depaul.edu/paperplate/globe.htm
http://www.unihedron.com
http://www.globe.gov/GaN/report.html
http://www.globe.gov/GaN/observe.html
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Dark Skies Awareness – continued from page 5    In the past few years, fewer than 9,000 observations per year 
have been reported. Your help in getting people to take meter and/or naked-eye measurements this year (and/or over 
the next few years) will allow for more in-depth analysis. To increase the number of observations, you might also 
measure from multiple locations at least ½ mile apart. Carry your magnitude charts with you every night and stop for a 
minute along your way to note the magnitude. More measurements at different locations within a city or more rural area 
will provide maps of higher resolution as well as provide numerous other citizen-science possibilities.  

All observations will be available online via Google Earth and as downloadable datasets. The Map Viewer on the 
GLOBE at Night results webpage enables the citizen-scientist to zoom into an area of interest using these data sets. 

  Neil deGrasse Tyson  
As the kick-off event for the University of 
Texas – Arlington Physics Department and 
Planetarium IYA2009 activities, the Fort 
Worth Astronomical Society was invited to a 
special presentation by Dr. Tyson of the 
famed Hayden Planetarium on our February 
meeting date. 

The one-word report is:  Mesmerizing. 

Dr. Tyson, (who began his graduate work 
and earned his M.A. in Astronomy from the 
UTA South Campus in Austin), presented 
his subject The Cosmic Perspective:  How 
the Astrophysicist views life, the universe, 
and everything to an attentive crowd of 
about 2200 in Texas Hall on the UTA 
campus.  Scheduled to speak with a Q&A 
for about an hour and a half, Dr. Tyson 
spoke for about two hours before opening 
the floor to questions which ran another 
hour plus.  Graciously, Dr. Tyson stayed 

engaging and conversational for a book signing until after 12:30 am.  I don’t care who you are – that’s a trooper. 

Dr. Tyson spoke on such far-ranging topics as the geopolitical pressures that have driven innovation and scientific 
discoveries in the past, and how the United States is slipping to a lack-luster path which will leave us in the backwaters 
while Europe and Eastern Asia take preeminence in the areas of scientific discovery and technological invention.  
Unless this country has programs and impetus in place to fill the educational pipelines for scientists, engineers, and 
other technical professions we will simply be in the back of the parade. 

Dr. Tyson cited as a cautionary tale the historical example of Christopher Columbus, who was rebuffed in his home 
region on funding and materials for his quest to seek out a shortened route to the Far East and the spice and other 
commodity trades that a new route would offer.  He went to the Court of Spain where Queen Isabella funded his 
adventure.  Very quickly, Spain became the major world player as a direct result of Columbus’ endeavors. 

Throughout history, only three mechanisms have driven funding and innovation.  Fear of Death (War), Promise of 
Economic Gain (Queen Isabella), and tribute to Royalty or Divinity (the Cathedrals of Europe, the Pyramids of Giza).  In 
the modern age the Tribute vehicle is diminished; which leaves us with a war machine 
(sadly, true), or greed (we won’t go there) as the forces that can bring about change in 
our world.  Science is seldom pursued by societies for its own sake.  “To be able to have 
a particle accelerator and make useful discoveries in particle physics, you either need a 
weapon at the end of the tunnel, or the face of God.”  Dr. Tyson referenced the new 
UTA planetarium during his talk and said, “The Planetarium here on the UTA Campus is 
the largest and most up-to-date of any I have seen associated with a school, and it 
needs to be fully utilized.” 

After his presentation, Dr. Tyson took questions from the floor which included, “Should I 
worry about 2012?” “What can be done to protect the Earth from the newly discovered 
killer asteroid known as Apophis? ““What are your thoughts on string theory?” and “How 
can this planetarium at UTA be better utilized for education and outreach, so that it can 
be as positive of a community resource as the Hayden Planetarium is?” 

Here, we see Dr. Tyson signing the editor’s copy of The Pluto Files.  

http://astronomy2009.us/
http://www.haydenplanetarium.org/tyson/
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Observing in the Daytime -- Tom Koonce 
 

Warning: Even a brief glimpse of the Sun during daytime observations through an unprotected pair of binoculars or a telescope will 
cause permanent eye damage.  Always use the proper solar filter when observing the Sun.  If you are not absolutely positive what the 
proper filter is and when to use it, do not attempt to make daytime observations.  Don’t take chances with your eyes! 

Children interested in astronomy often recall waiting anxiously during the summertime dusk for the stars to “come out”.  Do you 
remember going out just after sunset and watching as star after star appeared out of the gathering darkness?  Did you ever ask 
yourself, “Where do stars go to during the daytime?”  The answer, of course, is “nowhere”. 

The stars are there all day and night long as the Earth turns on its axis, making the stars appear to slowly rise and set.  During 
the day the sky itself becomes brighter from the refracted sunlight through water molecules and dust particles suspended in the 
atmosphere.  If the daylight sky brightness is within a couple of magnitudes of the celestial object that you’re searching for, the 
contrast will be too low and it will be extremely difficult.  Fortunately for us there are several objects which are bright enough to 
observe during good conditions and there are a few tricks that you can use to better your odds of finding elusive daylight targets. 

There is a surprisingly varied list of daytime objects that you can log.  First is our nearest star, the Sun.  It is obviously the 
preeminent daylight object, but with a solar filter on your telescope, the Sun is a great object to observe and never ceases to hold my 
interest.  I will save further comments for later this Spring when it will be the International Year of Astronomy’s May Monthly theme. 

The Moon is easy to find during the day during its first and third quarter phases.  Observations of the Moon during the daytime 
are best done in the morning three or four hours after sunrise and up to three hours before sunset.  Observations from late morning to 
the early afternoon usually get washed out with excessive sky brightness.  A great time to show the crescent Moon to young school 
kids is in the morning about a week after its Full phase.  Everyone is awake and you can still get good contrast on the northern and 
southern hemisphere’s craters.  You can also show them how the Sun illuminates the Moon from the East and creates the Moon’s 

crescent shape pointing away from the Sun. 

 Venus in the Daytime, by John Walker, 3/13/1988 

A daylight observation of Venus is harder and will likely take preparation ahead 
of time.  I have used my home planetarium computer software at night to figure out 
that if I stand in a particular place on my patio, then I can use the corner of my roof to 
line up with a particular spot in the sky.  I use the corner of the roof as a pointer to a 
particular place in the sky.  Then I use the same trick during the daytime 
(remembering the spot where I stood on the patio) to get in close proximity of Venus.  
Making SURE that the Sun can’t be directly viewed from the location, I pre-focus my 
binoculars at infinity and scan the immediate area around Venus’ expected location.  I 
find that it helps to Focus and re-focus your eyes to infinity and look carefully for a 
low-contrast bright dot against the blue sky.  When you finally see it, it will be tough to 

miss.  It will snap into view.  That’s Venus!  All of this get’s much easier if you have a “Go-To” telescope and have set it up ahead of 
time and left it running.  I like the fun of finding the object by myself though.  The best time to view Venus in the daytime is when it's 
near greatest elongation—at the greatest angular distance from the Sun as seen from Earth. 

I know that several of you have seen Venus in the daylight.  Have you seen Jupiter during the day?  You can find it in the same 
way as you found Venus, but it has lower contrast with the surrounding daytime sky.   Jupiter and Venus observations are best when 
the objects are at their greatest angular separation from the Sun, and when the sky is exceptionally transparent.  If you log Jupiter, 
you can feel particularly proud of your efforts. 

Magazines have reported that Saturn is sometimes visible in the daylight with binoculars.  I have spotted it during the mid-
morning hours, but only with the help of a Go-To telescope and some patience.  It is a challenging object.  Seeing the rings during the 
day is a very memorable experience, as is seeing the rings at night!  

It is possible to see at least five of the brightest stars during the daylight hours including Sirius, Albireo, Vega, Arcturus, and 
Altair.  I have successfully logged the first three.  Even the faintest cloud cover will erase your chance of spotting these during the 
day.  I can also vouch that playing chase with light cloud cover while trying to see the stars of the Summer Triangle during daylight on 
the same day can be very, very annoying. 

The Sun, Moon, stars, and planets...  That’s a lot to see during the daytime, but I’ve saved the real fun for last.  It is possible to 
see satellites during the daylight!  Specifically, you can see reflections of sunlight off of Iridium communications satellites’ solar 
panels.  These “Iridium Flares” as they’re called can be precisely predicted for your exact viewing location and time.  First go to 
http://www.heavens-above.com/ then click on the link titled, “Daytime flares for 7 days”.  Enter in your location as accurately as you 
can, and using your GPS location is the best.  If the listing shows a daylight visible flare within the next week you have a better than 
even chance of seeing it.  Use the corner-of-the-house trick described previously and an accurate watch.  If the chart tells you that the 
brief flash reflection will happen at a particular time, you can expect that it will be no more than a few seconds off of that schedule.  If 
you are two minutes past the time, you have definitely missed it and will have to try again to see another flare.  If you get to see one, 
you’ll be surprised that it is so bright and may look like a glint off of an airplane. 

Remember, the amount of haze can dramatically affect your view of the daytime sky.  Moisture, combined with bright reflections 
off of buildings, car windshields or bodies of water can wash out the apparent brightness of the objects you’re looking for. 

Watch out for the Sun, but I know you’ll enjoy honing your skills as a daytime observer! 

http://www.heavens-above.com
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How to find a small meteorite 
If you were to ask someone on the street what to look for if you were hunting 
for a freshly fallen meteorite, most would describe something like this picture 
of Meteor Crater in New Mexico (shown at right) where a large rock either 
impacted the surface, or at least remained a large rock until very near the 
surface.   

What if the meteor broke apart during entry into the Earth’s atmosphere?  
Most meteors do break apart, and sometimes there are large pieces that 
survive to the surface as do a whole lot of small pieces as well.  The entire multiple impact zone is called a strewn field. 

In February, there was a 
bright daylight bolide 
(fireball) that was seen and 
video recorded descending 
over the Texas skies.  Ron 
DiIulio and Preston Starr, 
two club members who 
work at UNT-Denton went 
hunting near West, Texas 
as did other meteorite 
hunters from around the 
world.  No doubt you have 
seen various newspaper 
accounts, and the television 
interviews, and you may 
read more about them here. 

At the upcoming March 
meeting, our space rock 
hounds will do a show and 
tell of their adventure, and 
the editor does not wish to 

steal their thunder - HINT: Show up at the March meeting for this presentation – but would like to share some pictures 
that Preston sent showing the two pieces that they recovered AS THEY WERE DISCOVERED on the ground.   

Before touching the samples, our guys placed a penny next to each meteorite for scale and took pictures.  The pictures 
are sized here so that the images are roughly life-sized if the pages are printed out on normal 8.5 x 11 paper.  Print 
them, and drop the pages on the floor.  
That’s about what our guys saw – if 
you print them in color that is.  
Congratulation to our eagle-eyed club 
members! 

Be sure to be at the March meeting for 
their presentation. 
 

Stuff for Sale – Michael Butler 
contact off-list 

 

Meade Telestar DS-114AT 
Hi All: 

I have a coworker, wants to sell a scope:  

"Telescope is a Meade Telestar DS-
114AT. Condition is new in box and has 
never been setup. $150.00 "  

Any takers?   
 

http://www.star-telegram.com/804/story/1214950.html
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Stargazers’ Diary – Russ Boatright and Doug Brown 
  

                                                                                                                                                                           (Photo at 3RF by Juan Martinez)     
 
Crowell, Texas - January 30, 31, 2009 - some moon - fair     

On the eve of our trip out to 3RF's Comanche Springs Astronomy Campus, Doug was hit by a reoccurring abdominal 
ailment that required surgery. What at first appeared to be bad timing, on second thought was actually good luck. Not 
that there's ever a good time for emergency surgery, but better at home than in sparsely populated telescope territory.  

Fortunately, all went well for Doug, but there was still the matter of his role on the 30" telescope at the star party. Dave 
Titus, Tom Monahan, and Matt Reed all stepped forward to volunteer. Since Dave already had accommodations out 
there in place, he got the nod. I knew that the campus was to be full of volunteers from the Texas Astronomical Society 
of Dallas, so lodging would be tight. And with that many astronomers on campus, the 30" wouldn't be lonely. So Dave 
dropped by to check on Doug in the hospital, and headed out west for Saturday 
night. I motored out Friday night and supplied Doug with after action observing 
reports in his hospital bed via cell phones. 

They were wrong about these Dallas guys, they're alright. Dave Titus and I 
shared the 30" with David Moody, who we already knew well as a fellow 3RF 
volunteer, along with Lonnie Wege, and Jordan Kaiser. I was told that Jordan is 
president of TAS. 

We had a target list that Doug and I had assembled for our weekend, so we ran 
through these first. The most notable of these was NGC 2419, the globular 
cluster known as the Intergalactic Traveler in Lynx. This gob is the most distant 
galactic object we can see, lying about twice as far from us as the Large 
Magellanic Cloud companion galaxy. It was fairly big and bright, but we couldn't 
resolve individual stars. 

We have a game we play called target tubing, where you try to point a telescope 
at an object using only dead reckoning. Extra points are given for difficult 
targets or using high powered eyepieces. A first glance bull's-eye is considered a 
ringer. The TAS folks took to this game, and bagged the Leo Triplets in 
respectable time. But we weren't expecting the great view that it was. Jaws 
dropped at the detail available in each one. M 65 (or M 66, I get them mixed up) is a classic designed barred spiral 
galaxy, for example. Seeing old favorites in this fashion impressed our guests, and soon started them on a target tubing 
Messier frenzy. M 51 was such a stunner, that David Moody raced the 100 yards up to the star field to insist that all the 
imagers leave their laptops for awhile and come see this eye candy. The 30" combined with the 13mm Nagler Ethos EP, 
yields unbelievable visual results. 

The moon was more pronounced on Saturday night, and later to set. The public didn't seem to mind the moonlight as 
we viewed various Messier objects, along with the moon itself. But the wind began to pick up around moon set, making 
the seeing more difficult. The effect of fine wind borne west Texas dust is similar visually to heavy dew on the optics. 
Still, we managed to spot a few jewels through the molasses. 

Considering the lack of transparency, we enjoyed remarkable views of the compact galaxy group Hickson 56 in Ursa 
Major, along with nearby galaxies NGC 3718 and 3729. We could see 4 of the 5 members without too much difficulty, 
and NGC 3718, much closer and visually larger, is an interesting spiral with a prominent dust lane. The setting here is 
similar to NGC 7331 and Stephan's Quintet (HCG 92), in the summer sky in Pegasus. We visited a few more Hickson 
groups to good effect, but the wind finally won the seeing battle by 2 am or so, and we returned the roll off observatory 
roof. 

It had been a good weekend, but I played it down in my reports to Doug. I didn't have the heart to tell him how breath 
taking some of the targets on his wish list had been, since he'd missed them. But they're not going anywhere soon, so 
he can look forward to catching them during our next sojourn west to astronomy Xanadu. 
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The Fine Print 
 

 
FWAS Contact information   
http://www.fortworthastro.com  
 
Officers: John Dowell – President 
               Steve Tuttle – Vice President 
               Michele Martinez – Secretary-Treas  

Meetings – FWAS meets at 7:00 PM on the 
third Tuesday of the month at the UNT 
Health Science Center – Research & 
Education Building, Room 100; 3500 
Camp Bowie Blvd; Ft. Worth. Guests and 
visitors are always welcome.  (John 
Dowell)    

Web Site – http://www.fortworthastro.com  

E-Group (members only) – You may post 
messages to the group by sending e-mail 
to fwas@yahoogroups.com. Any message 
sent to fwas@yahoogroups.com will be 
automatically sent to all members on the 
list. To subscribe, send a blank e-mail to  

      fwas-subscribe@yahoogroups.com Include 
your real name.  

Outreach – items concerning FWAS 
Outreach activities should be addressed 
to fwasoutreach@yahoo.com (John Dowell)      

Prime Focus – The FWAS newsletter is 
published monthly. Letters to the editor, 
articles for publication, photos, or just 
about anything you would like to have 
included in the newsletter should be sent 

to: editor@fortworthastro.com. Second 
Place 2008 Mable Sterns Award (Dean 
Crabtree)  

FWAS Annual Dues - $40 for adults / 
families, $20.00 for students (half-price 
Jan 1 thru June 30); checks payable to 
the Fort Worth Astronomical Society; 
payments can be mailed to 6045 Worrell 
Dr. Fort Worth, TX 76133, or in-person at 
the next indoor meeting. Membership 
runs July 1 through June 30. (Michele 
Martinez)  

Discount Subscriptions Available – Sky & 
Telescope ($32.95), and Astronomy (1 
year for $34.00; 2 years for $60.00). A 
Sky & Telescope subscription through 
FWAS entitles you to 10% off purchases 
at Sky and Telescope’s on-line store. 
(Michele Martinez)  

Astronomical League Membership – Your 
FWAS membership also enrolls you in the 
Astronomical League. This makes you 
eligible for various observing certificates 
and you get their quarterly magazine, 
Reflector.  League Observing clubs: 
http://tinyurl.com/3vjh4fl (Tres Ross)  

Fort Worth Museum of Science & History 
See the Museum’s website for schedules:   
http://tinyurl.com/3jkn5j (Linda Krouse)  

 

Observing Site Reminders  

Be careful with fire, ban still in effect 
 
All members …  

Sign the logbook in the clubhouse  
Put equipment back neatly when 

finished  
Leave a log note if there is a club 

equipment problem; also, please 
contact a FWAS Trustee to let them 
know  

Turn out the bathroom light and close 
the door tightly – do NOT lock; 
leave the thermostat alone.  

Maintain Dark-Sky etiquette  
Turn out your headlights at the gate!  

Last person out, please …  

 Turn off lights  
 Check all doors –  
          Closed, but not locked  
 Make sure nothing is left out  
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Navigate the Newsletter 
When reading the electronic newsletter while on-line, if your cursor 
“changes” as you roll over an image or blue text, you can click on 

that web link to be taken to further information of the subject at hand. 

 

 

Be sure to watch and vote for Chris Mlodnicki in the  
Australian Great Barrier Reef “Best Job in the World” 

competition 

http://tinyurl.com/c293nb  

He’d really like to see the Magellanic Clouds  
from Down Under! 

 

Physicists in Town 
Lowest Casino Take Ever 
1986 Las Vegas newspaper headline 

Subsequently, Las Vegas asked the American Physical Society 
to never return to their city. 

Tyson presentation slide underscoring that 
“Scientists are fluent in math.” 
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