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FORT WORTH ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY 

Ronald Gassett 

John Dowell (FWAS’ Vice President) presented a proposal by the Thomsen 
Foundation to partner with FWAS for an outreach location on their 600+ acre property 
which is north of Decatur.  There is an area where the club can install observing pads. 
There is a shelter with tables and a BBQ pit; and a location that is suitable for sleeping 
if you wish to stay overnight. There is a so a shower with hot water and a rest room. 

options  explored regarding 
observatory including some form of solar observing.
speed internet is scheduled to be installed by May which 
opens up the possibilities of a remote telescope. 

After some discussion, seven club members volunteered to 
form a committee to look more closely at this option, and to 
determine the club’s interest.   

  John Dowell taking questions 

Linda Krouse talked about the recently unveiled conceptual drawings for the new 
Museum.  Demolition of the existing 
structure will begin this fall, and the 
new building campus s expected to 
be completed in the fall of 2009.  The 

Theater  continue 
operations during the construction 
phases. 

Ron McDaniel (FWAS’ Trustees Chairman) addressed the officer 
elections that will be coming up at the June meeting.  Any member 
wishing to run for office should let a Trustee know by the May 

offices are Pres President, and 
Secretary-Treasurer. Off ce terms coincide with the club year of the first of July 
through the end of June. 

Lenord Stage gave a talk on being able to help club members with machining of 
various scope and mount components, as well as procuring such things 
as digital setting circles.  Lenord and his partner also provide custom 
made mounts and GoTo and Tracking systems.  The software provided 
for a laptop to drive the systems is virtually idiot-proof (yes, you have to 

He gave a PowerPoint presentation showing highlights of his 
previous work. Very  craftsmanship. 
www.gototelescopes.com 

Reminder for the George Ruede Memorial Scholarship 
Interested graduating high school students who are club members, and are planning 
to attend college majoring in Astronomy or a related field, are encouraged to apply for 
this scholarship.  Details are available in the April issue of Prime Focus, and are 
viewable on-line at the group’s Yahoo! pages. 
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May 2007 
Moon Phases 

mes Local 

Full Moon 
(5-3) 7:57am 

New Moon 
(5-18) 10:01pm 

First Quarter 

Downloadable 
sky charts 

Sky & Telescope 
http://tinyurl.com/5np8n 

Heavens Above 
http://tinyurl.com/64vd

Sky Maps 
http://www.skymaps.com

Watch the e-group 
Galilean moons in 1-2-3-4 

ISS Transits 
http: tinyurl.com/y8zk5c 

Harry’s Constellation 
Article w ll resume next 

The Moon Points the Way  Jupiter is 6° North of the Moon.  On the 12th 
Uranus is 1.3° and Mars is 3° South of the Moon.  On the 17  Mercury is 3° South 

 Venus is 1.7° South of the Moon.  On the 22

Meteor Showers – The class I Eta Aquarids peak on the 6 with a rarely achieved 
hypothetical zenith fall rate of 60 per hour under dark skies.  The Moon will be 18 
days old.  Three days later on the 9  the Class II Eta Lyrids will peak.  For more 
information, go to http://amsmeteors.org/showers.html 

* The Saturday nearest the New Moon is also “visitor night” at the club’s dark sky site. 

Full Moon 

Aquarids 
Eta Lyrids 

Party 

New Moon 

FWAS 
Museum 

Star Party* 

First Qtr 

The May meeting is in the 
“normal” lecture hall at UNT 
Health Science Center, off 
of Montgomery. 

http://tinyurl.com/5np8n
http://tinyurl.com/64vdj
http://www.skymaps.com/
http://tinyurl.com/y8zk5c
http://amsmeteors.org/showers.html
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Reasons you might be 
a Redneck Astronomer 

You have a Tasco 
refractor up on blocks 

in the front yard. 

Your eyep ece caddy is 
the many pockets on 

your bib overa s. 

Yours is the on y mobile 
home in the trailer park 
that has a roll-off roof. 

You nostalgical y refer 
to Canis Major as “Old 

The counterweight on 
your Dobsonian 

doubles as a spit can. 

Your new Newtonian 
uses the innards of a 

polished hubcap as its 
primary. 

There's a CB radio 
mounted right next to 
the beer ho der on the 
pedestal of your Dob. 

You refer to a Nagler's 
apparent fie d of view 
as a "double w

You use Skoal cans to 
protect your filters. 

Your telescope has a 
decorative squirrel or 
raccoon tail tied onto 

Club Outreaches during April 
: Night at the Museum 

FWAS hosted a star party drawing 
about 100 given 
views of the Moon, Saturn, Venus 
early on, and later many double stars 
and a few double doubles. 

Loren Larson & guests.  

  Danny Arthur & Matt McCullar with SP guest.  
was showing off his recently finished mirror prior to 
coating, which gave a very nice view of the Moon.  

  Phil Stage with guests. 

Michele Martinez (Star Party Coordinator) & 
McMahon discuss evening’s 

offerings for the star party guests. 

  Neil Wallace 
& son set up at 

Club members who supported this event were:  Michele Martinez, Linda 
Krouse, Patrick McMahon, Jim Walsh, Bruce Campbell, Dean Crabtree, Trista 
Oppermann, Neil Wallace, Lenord Stage, Phil Stage, Danny Arthur, Matt McCullar, 
Anita Wright, Chris Norman, Juan Martinez, and Loren Larson. 

An Evening of Stars and Music at Richland Middle School  

FWAS had an outreach at the Richland Middle School (Birdwell ISD) for this 
publicized Stargazing and Lunar Night   About 250 guests were shown 
the sites of the night sky.   

Dave Titus (Outreach Coordinator) gave a Night Skies Network talk in the school, 
and spoke about the scale of our solar system and galaxy, using common wrap-
your-mind-around-it objects to bring the message home. 

During the early time at dusk, the visitors were shown the gleaming twilight jewels 
of Venus, Jupiter, and the Moon while the school band played on the tennis court. 
Later, the guests were shown nebulas, globular clusters, (continued on next page) 
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While the band played, the 
lines begin to form at the 

Richland Middle School X 

Dave Titus & guests 

Patrick McMahon & guests 

Kids at Dean’s scope 

presentation 

event. 

Crabtree, and others. 
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2227. 
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Little girl at scope 

Neil Wallace & guests 

Dave Titus giving Night Sky 

(from previous page) and double stars.  Patrick McMahon had found that the ISS 
would pass overhead at 9:28 local time; and it proved to be quite a bonus to the 

The guests were fascinated that they could observe the orbiting station, and 
watch as it flew across the sky before disappearing in the Earth’s shadow. 

Club members who supported this event were Dave Titus, Patrick McMahon, Neil 
Wallace, Doug & Sherry Brown, Louis Westerfield, Matt Reed, Chris Norman, Dean 

Organized Observing and Outreach Opportunities 
(weather permitting) 

May 5 - Copper Breaks State Park - Sun Fun and Star Walk - Sun Fun features 
specially equ pped telescopes to look at our nearest star, the sun. Star Walk is a 
naked eye tour of the night sky over the park fol owed by a closer look through 
telescopes and binoculars with emphasis on "star hopping," a technique to help 
identify objects in the sky. Alternate program presented in case of bad weather. Sun 
Fun 4-5 p.m., Star Walk sunset - ? (940) 839-4331.  
May 11 - Palo Duro Canyon State Park - Palo Duro Night Sky - Join our local area 
expert astronomer at the visitor center parking lot for an evening of viewing the 
beautiful night sky over Palo Duro Canyon at the Lone Star Interpretive Theater. 
Telescopes and instructions provided. 9:15-10:45 p.m., weather permitting (806) 488

May 12 – 3 Rivers Foundation at the Comanche Springs campus.  More info at 
www.3rf.org In the club, ask Doug Brown and Russ Boatright for more information. 
May 12 - Ray Roberts Lake State Park / Isle du Bois Unit - Stargazing Party - Spend 
a few minutes or hours viewing the heavens and talking with volunteer John Olson. 
Bring your own telescope or gaze through John's 10 and 12-inch GIS motor driven 
telescopes. Meet at DORBA trailhead and use boat launch parking in the day use 
area. Dusk-11 p.m. (940) 686-2148.  
May 19 – Fort Worth Museum of Science and History   FWAS event, Saturday after 
Tuesday’s indoor meeting.  Set up in the north parking lot off of Montgomery Street. 
(Contact Michele Martinez The Crescent Moon will be 1  North of Venus. 
May 19 - Caddoan Mounds  Astronomy - Using telescopes inc uding a 10 nch 
Dobsonian, visitors will be able to see the rings of Saturn, craters of our moon, a star 
being born (the great Orion nebula) and other celestial objects, as well as workshops 
on learning to find constellations and major stars and planets. You may also bring 
your own telescope to share for viewing or if you have questions. 7:30-9 p.m. weather 
permitting (936) 858-3218. 
May 19 - Lake Whitney State Park - Texas Stars and Guitars Fest - Come listen to 
pop, folk and jazz music during the day and see the stars at night. Noon-till (254) 694

May 19 - Purtis Creek State Park - Stargazing - Come see what the night sky has to 
offer and learn a little history about the stars. Bring a flashlight, with red lens cover if 
you have it, otherwise red film will be available for regular flashlights. 8-10 p.m. (903
425-2332.  
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More pix from the Museum 
Star Party 

Neil Wallace 

Patr ck McMahon 

Phil Stage w  SP guests 

More Pix from the Richland 
Middle School Star Party 

Meteors!  With Dr. K! 
2007 Eta Aquarid Meteor Shower 

Starts Apr 19 Peak May 06 12UT  Ends May 28 
Moon 19d Old 

CDT 

A
lti

tu
de

 

2007 Eta Lyrid Meteor Shower 
Starts May 05       Peak May 10 02UT        Ends Ma y 17 

Moon 22d Old 
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Russ Boatwright & Doug Brown (FWAS) 

Annetta South - April 14, 2007 - good - cold 

Today was a fine example of situational astronomy. We managed to salvage a fairly 
decent night from the wreckage of our observation plans for the evening. First, we were 
going to take the 20" to the Lake Whitney star party, but w th cloudy skies and high winds, 

an was to attend the digital setting circles 
ub dark sky site, but that too, was cancelled. The forecast was for 

clearing, but continuing high w nds. So, we took a chance and set up 16" Maytag on the 
driveway, but hedged our bets by not assembling Mister T, the 3RF 20" truss Dob (I pity 
the fool that doesn't look through this). We hit the jackpot when the clouds began to clear 
and the w nd calmed almost on cue w th the arrival of darkness. 

My grandkids, Brenden 6 and Bailey 3, happened to be staying overnight, so we made 
sure they got a peek through Grandpa's telescope before bed time. Doug performed the 
slew to Saturn, and it was looking good near zenith w th 150x or so. But the youngsters 
didn't seem to be amazed as they had recently w th the moon. I don't think they grasp the 

anet, ringed or otherw se. It was much the same reaction to the great nebula 
in Orion. We asked Brenden what he could see and he replied, 'stars in a dark cloud'. 
That's a pretty accurate description, I guess. We also checked out the phase of Venus, 
with the help of a moon filter which knocked down some of the shine for a better view of 
the disk. We all certainly agreed that it was still plenty bright. Then it was time for them to 
call it a day. It should be interesting to watch their grasp of star gazing hopefully increase 
over time if they keep looking up. 

We turned to deep sky observing w thout any particular agenda for the evening except 
staying warm. Temperatures dropped into the 30s bringing out much of the w nter gazing 
gear we had hoped to moth ball until next fall. Luckily, we hadn't yet. Properly outfitted, we 
looked into the Virgo galaxy realm, now positioned high overhead beyond the tentacles of 
the city light dome. It was magnificent. We started in the M84 & M86 heart and proceeded 
to spiral outward through so many galaxies that we lost count after we first gave up trying 
to identify each one. That was too much work on a night better suited for a galaxy quest 
type scope surfing through interesting regions of sky. And for galaxy fans, this is an 
extremely interesting area, probably second to none in this regard.  It also gave us galaxy 
fever, so we a so had to peek at M104, M65, and just about every bright gal that was up, 
just to make sure that they had all reported for duty. All were accounted for and looking 
good. Other deep sky items of note this evening inc ude the tremendous field of open 
clusters near Thor's helmet nebula in Can s Major near the Monoceros border. It’s another 
interesting patch of sky, but a bit off of the beaten path. The area is littered w

th the occasional planetary nebula sprinkled in for taste. Of 
particular note were NGC 2335 and 2343, a mini double cluster; one coarse, few and 
bright, the other fine, dim and plentiful. Both were easily in the same FoV, w th the faint hint 
of nebula as background. This territory warrants more exploration before it disappears with 

The dew fell hard and heavy sometime after midnight, so we began to shut down. We had 
enjoyed the evening more than we had a right to, considering the weather earlier, so it was 
hard to say goodbye to this fine night. We had managed to see a few new things and to 
see some familiar things in new ways. Oh, and we saw that cloud w th stars in it. 
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Loren Larson 

Everybody 
Who helped construct, and 
then re-construct this issue 

after a catastrophic data 

Thompsen Foundation: 
http://www.teachnature.org 

Notes About Images 

Don’t see your picture, and 
you were there?
to camera operator error. 

compressed to a 96 dpi 
resolution.  They make you 
want to blink, don’t they?

would like

and I will send it to you.  

What exactly Olestra, 
anyway

The Fine Print 

Observing Site Reminders 

All members … 
Be careful w

Put equipment back neatly when finished 
Leave a log note if there is a club equipment 

Trustee to let them know 
Turn out the bathroom light and close the 
door tightly – do NOT lock; 
thermostat alone. 

Turn out your headlights at the gate! 

Last person out, please … 

Make sure nothing is left out 
Chain the gate when departing site 

Concrete telescope pads & power
Clubhouse, restroom, picnic & camping.  

Fire Ban is Still in Effect 

FWAS Contact information  http://www.fortworthastro.com 
Officers
            Trista Oppermann Bowden                 prezzident@fortworthastro.com
            John Dowell – Vice President                                   vicepres@fortworthastro.com
            Harry Bearman – Secretary Treasurer                       secretary@fortworthastro.com 
Meetings – FWAS meets at 7:00 PM on the third Tuesday of the month at the UNT Health Science Center 

– Research & Education Building, Room 100; 3500 Camp Bow e Blvd; Ft. Worth. Guests and 
visitors are always welcome.  Trista Oppermann Bowden) 

Web Site – http://www.fortworthastro.com 
E-Group (members only  – Post messages to the group by sending e-mail to fwas@yahoogroups.com. Any 

message sent to fwas@yahoogroups.com will be automatically sent to all members on the list. 
Send a blank e-mail to fwas-subscribe@yahoogroups.com Include your real name. 

Outreach – items concerning FWAS Outreach activit es should be addressed to FWAS’ Public Outreach 
Coordinator at fwasoutreach@yahoo.com

Prime Focus The FWAS newsletter is published monthly. Letters to the editor, articles for publication, 
 about anything you 

editor@fortworthastro.com (Dean Crabtree) 
FWAS Annual Dues - $40 for adults / families, $20.00 for students (half-price Jan 1 thru June 30); checks 

payable to Ft. Worth Astronomical Society; payments can be mailed to P.O. Box 471162, Ft. 
Worth, TX 76147 or in-person at the next indoor meeting. Membership runs July 1 through June 

(Harry Bearman) 
Discount Subscriptions Available Sky & Telescope ($32.95), and Astronomy 1 year for $34.00

years for $60.00). A Sky & Telescope subscription through FWAS entitles you to 10% off 
purchases at SkyTel’s on-line store.  (Harry Bearman) 

Astronomical League Membership Your FWAS membership also enrolls you in the Astronomical 
League. This makes you eligible for various observing certificates and you get their quarterly 

  Observing clubs:  http://www.astroleague.org observing.html
liaison is Tres Ross) 

Fort Worth Museum of Science and History  See the Museum’s website for schedules of exhib
show times:  http://www.fwmsh.org/home/index.html  (Linda Krouse) 

Space is only an hour's drive away - assuming your car goes straight up
-- Fred Hoyle, astronomer 
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