
Fort Worth Astronomical Society Prime Focus

    

UPCOMING STAR PARTIEUPCOMING STAR PARTIEUPCOMING STAR PARTIEUPCOMING STAR PARTIESSSS     

August 13, 2005 - 

Museum Star Party – 
Fort Worth Museum of 

Science & History 

August 6, 2005 - Sun 

Fun and Star Walk – 
Copper Breaks State 

Park 

August 27, 2005 – 

Lake Whitney Summer 
Star Party – Lake 

Whitney State Park 

September 1-5, 2005 

– Ark-La-Tex Star Party 
– near Nashville, AR- for 

more info go to 

http://www.rrac.org/star
party/starparty.html 

September 1-5, 2005 
– Okie-Tex Star Party – 

near Kenton, OK- for 
more info go to 

http://www.okie-
tex.com/ 

 

 

The Perseids 

The Perseids are visible 

throughout the month, but their 

maximum usually occurs on  

August 12th. It used to fall on 

August 10th, the feast day of St. 

Lawrence, which is why these 

meteors are also known as the 

Tears of St. Lawrence, but over 

the centuries it has shifted. The 

Perseids are the traces left by 

dust from Comet Swift-Tuttle in 

the Earth’s upper atmosphere. 

Discovered by two astronomers 

independently in 1862 (Lewis 

Swift on July 16 and Horace 

Tuttle on July 19), and observed 

again in 1992, this comet’s 

current period is 135 years.  

In August, Earth passes through 

the comet’s orbit and 

encounters the numerous dust 

particles detached from its core 

during its passages close to the 

Sun. The impacts of these 

nearly microscopic particles 

cause the Earth’s atmosphere to 

heat. The bright traces, 

commonly called shooting stars, 

are trails of hot gases produced 

by these impacts, which occur a 

few dozen miles above the 

Earth at speeds of several 

dozen miles per second. In the 

case of Comet Swift-Tuttle, 

these traces seem to be coming 

from a direction that lies in the 

constellation Perseus, which is 

where this meteor shower got 

its name. The shower is at its 

most spectacular during the 

second half of the night when 

the Earth is oriented toward 

Perseus, with a maximum of 80 

meteors per hour.   

 

FWAS Picnic and Comet 

Watching Party 

The comet-watching party and 

picnic was quite a success, 

thanks to the following 

people… If you see any of 

these people, be sure to give 

them a pat on the back for 

their hard work.  They really 

deserve it.  Special thanks… 

...to Louise Greve for 

rounding up all the hot dogs, 

buns, condiments, and 

everything else you did for 

the picnic! 

 ...to Barry Greve for 

helping your mom. She 

couldn't have done it without 

you! 

 ...to Chris Homer for 

setting up property 

boundaries, setting up the 

grill, cooking the hot dogs, 

taking care of all the trash, 

and hauling it away! Even 

Bob Newman was 

impressed! 

 ...to Roland Penton for 

helping Chris do all those 



JULY 2005 EDITION 

 

things, as well as ant 

removal! 

...to Dave Titus for bringing 

chili and for organizing the 

convoy! 

...to Harry Bearman for 

bringing ice for my snow 

cone machine and for giving 

your constellation school! 

...to Linda Krouse, Scott 

McDonald, Barry Lieb, 

Harry Bearman, John 

Baker, Robert Cargill, 

Chris Homer, and Juan 

Martinez for participating in 

the telescope-making 

contest. You were all great 

sports, and your telescopes 

were all winners!  

July 2005 Events 

• Jul 19 - Comet 

Shoemaker-Levy 7 

Perihelion (1.707 AU)  

• Jul 20 - 5th Anniversary 

(2000), Discovery of 

Jupiter Moon Callirrhoe  

• Jul 23 - 10th 

Anniversary (1995), 

Alan Hale's & Tom 

Bopp's Discovery of 

Comet Hale-Bopp  

• Jul 24 - 55th 

Anniversary (1950), 1st 

Rocket Launch from 

Cape Canaveral 

(Bumper/V-2 Rocket)  

• Jul 25 - Christoph 

Scheiner's 430th 

Birthday (1575)  

• Jul 30 - 395th 

Anniversary (1610), 

Galileo Observes 

Saturn's Rings  

August 2005 Events 

• Aug 01 - Alpha 

Capricornids Meteor 

Shower Peak  

• Aug 01 - Helen Battles 

Sawyer Hogg's 100th 

Birthday (1905)  

• Aug 05 - Neil 

Armstrong's 75th 

Birthday (1930)  

• Aug 08 - Moon Occults 

Venus  

• Aug 08 - Neptune at 

Opposition  

• Aug 12 - Perseids 

Meteor Shower Peak  

• Aug 16 - Mars Solstice 

(Beginning of Northern 

Winter)  

• Aug 17 - 35th 

Anniversary (1970), 

Venera 7 Launch (USSR 

Venus Lander)  

• Aug 19 - 45th 

Anniversary (1960), 

Sputnik 5 Launch 

(Carried Dogs Belka & 

Strelka) 

• Aug 20 – 30th 
Anniversary (1975), 

Viking 1 Launch (Mars 

Lander/Orbiter)  

• Aug 20 - 120th 

Anniversary (1885), 

Ernst Hartwig's 

Discovery of S 

Andromedae  

• Aug 24 - Mercury at 

Greatest Western 

Elongation (18 Degrees)  

• Aug 25 - Northern Iota 

Aquarids Meteor Shower 

Peak  

Announcements: 

The Fort Worth Astronomical 

Society is now part of the Night 

Sky Network, which is a 

nationwide coalition of amateur 

astronomy clubs bringing the 

science, technology and 

inspiration of NASA's missions 
to the general public.  

Membership in the Night Sky 

Network is free. This is an 

opportunity to:  

• Enhance the public 
outreach we already do  

• Encourage more of our 

members to participate 
in outreach  

• Increase the confidence 

of those who are 
interested in outreach  

• Earn national 

recognition for our 
outreach efforts  

• Keep up-to-date on the 

latest NASA discoveries 

via members-only 

teleconferences with 
NASA scientists  

For more information on the 

Night Sky Network, contact 

Dave Titus, the newly 

appointed Public Outreach 

Coordinator for our club! 

Did you Know?   

The ancient 

astronomers’ knowledge 

was transmitted to 

modern cultures by Arab 

astronomers who 

translated their works 

and continued their 

research. This is why so 

many stars now have 

Arabic names. 


